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Spring. 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
SPRING. 


Hail smiling Spring! Creation wakes from wintry death, 
and bids thee welcome. The good man lifts his eyes to 
heaven, and pours from his bursting soul, a tide of gratitude. 
Nor is he alone. The birds, recalled from exile, open wide 
their tuneful throats. ‘The beauteous flowers breath forth 
morning and evening incense to Him, who painted and. per- 
fumed them. Decked in a new dress, “ the mountains and 
hills break forth into singing, and all the trees of the 
field clap their hands.” Innumerable insects darken the 
sky and hum the praise of their Creator. The bounding 
herds and skipping flocks, swell the general concert. 

Let us walk abroad, amidst these various forms of life, and 
beauty, and gladness ; and as we slowly walk, and feast our 
senses, may our hearts kindle in praise of that glorious Being, 
by whose providence, 


. ‘¢ Winter gray 
Horrid with frost and turbulent with storm, 


melts into the spring.” 





Children and Youth, here are choice delights for you. Come, 
step upon the new green carpet, which indulgent Heaven 
hath spread before your door—how soft-and rich! The air 
of a May-morning under a serene sky, how refreshing! The 
feathered warblers, perched on the highest twig of the trees, 
or flying in every direction, seem to vie with each other in 
charming our souls up to God. How grateful should we be 
to Him, who hath made us capable of seeing the beauties, 
hearing the songs and inhaling the sweets of the vernal sea- 
son ! 

Be careful not to step on those lowly violets—they are 
lovely emblems of humility. He who “ giveth grace to the 
humble preserveth them, to adorn the months of summer and 
autumn. But those strutting daffodils and flaunting tulips, 
which seem to look down upon the violets with contempt, 
will soon fall and be seen no more. Thus God wou d teack . 


us, that ** he abaseth the preud.” 
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How iuteresting that hen with her little chickens! Stop 
and look at them. She arose with them early, and has been 
very busy in getting their breakfast. They are still wet with 
dew, but not drooping. Mark her activity to find them food 
—hear her warn them of danger—see her gather them under 
her wings. So God covers his people “ with his feathers” — 
So the Saviour would gather sinners, ‘even as ahen cather- 
eth her chickens under her wings.” Pretty chickens, how 
very attentive and obedient! They seem like a well regulated 
family ; very different from those naughty children, who are 
slow to come at the call of their parents, who are late in bed, 
who disregard parental advice and warning. Dear child- 
ren, will you not always behave as well as these chickens ? 
While you look to your parents for food, and every comfort ; 
will you not listen to them, and flee from the danger which 
they point out to you? They love you tenderly, and your dis- 
obedience will grieve their hearts. 

See these pleasant lambs, lying with heads together on 
the sunny hillock. Their innocent look and uncomplaining 
temper, remind us of Jesus Christ, who is called “the Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” Why.do 
not little children manifest the same mildness and sweetness of 
temper! Can you tell me why they are more often found 
quarreling than a flock of lambs? Is it not because they are 
sinners ? ‘This ts the true reason. And because children are 
sinners, they should be very thankful for Jesus Christ, who 
died to save sinners. Will you not, dear children, come to 
this Saviour immediately for the pardon of your sins? He 
was gentle and innocent as a lamb—will you not be like 
him? Then, when you die, you may go and live with him 
in heaven. 

Would not a walk near those fruit-trees be delightful > 
Lately they were naked and unsightly—now in fall flower. 
How very delicious the surrounding air! But these blossoms, 
SO sweet, so beauteous, so promising; these blossoms, which 
have been opened by the fingers of God, and perfumed by 
his breath, may leave no fruit behind them. So the fairest 
blossoms of childhood and youth do often blast; aud disap- 
pointments rend the fond parent’s heart. 

Look yonder, where the farmer is sowing his mellow field. 
fs it not a missionary field? How happy must he be in the 
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thought of semding salvation to some poor heathen, who may 
yet embrace him in heaven, for the invaluable kindness ! 
Probably he has given each of his sons a row of corn to be 
cultivated with peculiar care, in aid of the Education Socie- 
ty. Very pleasant is the reflection, that “HOLINESS UNTO 


THE LORD” hath been written the present spring, 


on many 


acres of land—a rich harvest of souls may be the consequence. 
Will not every reader of the Guardian, whose situation does 
not absolutely forbid, cultivate a small Spot, if it be only abed 
of gaeden vegetables, the avails of which shall be sacred to 


charity ? 


it has been 


So is the season of youth. 


well said, that spring “ bears the same figure 
among the seasons of the year, that the-morning does among 
the divisions of the day, or youth among the stages of life.’ ” 
Is the opening of the spring a time of joy and expectation ? 


The pulse now beats ‘high—the 


eye sparkles—every motion is full of life--scenes of future 
enjoyment dance before the eye of hope—no dark cloud ob- 
structs the sunshine of anticipation—the young are alike stran- 
gers to the cares of middle life, and the gloom of old age. 
‘Those who enjoy this spring of life, should be careful that 
their liveliest joys, and highest hopes should be in view of 


things unseen and eternal. 
mind; al! things else are triftes. 


These can satisfy the immortal 
‘The Christian’s hope, that 


little lamp, which cheers his heart amidst the darkness and 
doubts of the present life, will soon terminate in the glorious 


blaze of heaven. 


Every other hope will soon be found a de- 


lusive flatterer, and will go out in eternal blackness of dark- 


Hess. 


ls the season of spring, especially with the husbandman, a 
pring; ) 
time of calculation and arrangeinent for the future? Emi- 


gently so is the period of youth. 
eth, that shail be also reap. 
man exister ce, 


in middle fi fe, or the golden fruit in old age. 


“ Whatsoever a man sow- 
> Youth is the seed time of hu- 


W bere the seeds of virtue and piety are not 
sown in the youthful heart; we rarely see a flourtshing plant 


Let the young 


be as careful to have their hearts in preparation for the good 
seed of God’s word, as is the farmer to have his ground un- 


der suitable tillage. 


And, as the latter wisely considers, in 


the spring of the year, what kind of grain he shall most need 


ata future time; so the former should seriously consider, 
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what things they shall need in the great harvest of the world 
at the last day, and onward in the revolving ages of eternity. 

Is the delightful. season of spring very short? So is that 
of childhood and youth. What is done in this important 
stage of life, must be done quickly. Behold the flower of 
spring ! Its delicacy of structure, its richness and variety of 
colours, its balmy fragrance, how attractive. ! Moist with dew 
and sparkling in the sun, no chilling blast closes its beauties, 
no lowering storm threatens its existence. In like manner, 
the sons of men come forth in the spring-of life—health blos- 
soms on their cheeks—the mind expands—friends gaze with 
delight—the parent’s hope ishigh—no dangers appear. Look 
again :—the beauty of this flower is gone—its fragrance is 
fled—it lies in‘ruin. So falls the lovely child—so falls the 
blooming youth. Or, if spared an early grave, the spright- 
liness of the young is very transient. 

But there is a land, where blooms one perposuel spring — 
where the blossoms never fade, nor lose their sweetness— 
where grows.a tree, which yields her fruit every month, and 
whose healing leaves never wither—where music sweeter 
than that which now greets the rising sun from the hills, shall 
never cease—where no night shall for a moment draw a cur- 
tain over the glories of heaven—where “ fullness of joy” 
shall animate every countenance for ever. Dear children 
and youth, now is your best season to choose between all this 
bliss, and the howling regions of despair. 


oe 


FOR A COMMON-PLACE BOOK. 


To THe Epiror or THe GUARDIAN, 

Sir,—In submitting to your disposal what follows, I 
deem it necessary to state ‘the occasion on which it was com- 
posed. A young lady of my acquaintance, being about to 
leave her native place for a distant part of the country, where 
she expected soon to enter into the marriage state, and to 
spend the remainder of her days, requested me to write a few 
lines in her common-place book. If you consider this effusion 
of private friendship calculated to be useful to your numerous 
youth ful readers, you are at liberty to insert it in the Guar- 
dian. ALPHA. 

13* 
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My pEAR Younc Frienp, 
Let me assure you, that what I am about to address 
to you is the oflspring of the purest friendship. The only 


_ motive which has determined me to take up my pen in com- 


pliance with your request, is a sincere desire ior the promo- 
tion of yeur dearest interest. As the first thing, and as that 
which is altogether indispensable to your welfare, know that 
you must possess the religion of Christ. Nothing but this can 
guard you amidst the temptations and snares cf the world ; 
can comfort you in affliction ; can support you in distress ; 
can qualify you to meet disappointments and trials ; can fit 
you for the discharge of duty: nothing but this can guide 
your inexperienced feet in the way of virtue and of peace. 
This is the brightest ornament in youth; the cheicest source 
of comfort in middle-age; the only adequate support in the 
decline of life. But if it is possible for you to Ave without it, 
Jet it be settled in your mind, that without it you cannot die. 
Hence, on the perusal of these lines, I intreat you to resolve, 
that you will remain without it no longer. 

Do you ask, How shall I come into possession of this inval- 
uable treasure ? You must then peruse the Holy Scriptures 
daily, and with careful attention; must give constant atiend- 
ance on the preaching of the Gospel; must be absent from 
the house of God on no occasion when it is in your power to 
go there; must often and earnestly pray for grace to renew 
and sanctify your heart; must withdraw your mind from the 
trifles of this wotld, and fix iton the great truths, the solemn 
duties, the awful realities of religion. If you will do these 
things, and persevere in them, there is reason to hope that 
God will bless youand save you. It should be motive enough 
to excite you to this course of conduct, that it is injoined by 
your Maker, and that the interest of your immortal soul is at 
stake. 

The thing which is next in importance, is the diligent and 
careful use of time. Let it be a fixed principle with you, 
that without this it is impossible to be truly respectable or 
useful. You cannot be too sensible of the necessity of form- 
ing correct habits in this respect at your present age; for what 
your habits are now, they will probably be in a great meas- 
ure, through life. If the time which you should now employ 
in treasuring up useful knowledge, be squandered and lost, it 
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will soonsbe for ever too late to think of making up the de- 
ficiency which must ensue. This willdo more than you can 
now conceive to diminish your happiness, your respectabil- 
ity, your real worth, as long as you live. With the prospects 
now before you, my young friend, it is all-important, that 
not a day, not an hour, not a moment be unnecessarily devo- 
ted to that which does not promise to be permanently useful. 
Soon the roses and the lilles will cease to bloom on your 
cheeks, and all the charms of youth will wither and die; but 
the beauties of a mind well disciplined and stored with know- 
ledge and virtue, will not be impaired by time; nor will they 
appear less, estimable by becoming familiar ; instead of this, 
they will always render the possessor more and more interest- 
ing; will always contribute to improve and heiyhten what ia 
her is naturally attractive aud commendable. But if youare 
ever to possess such a mind, the present is your only time to 
lay the foundation for it. 

With this should be united sobriety, discretion, and that 
amiable, affectionate temper and deportment, without which 
no woman can appear, in any great degree, lovely or engag- 
ing; without which it is impossible for any one to havea 
strong hold on the affections of others. 

If you should ever sustain the interesting and tender relation 
ofa wife, let it be your first and greatest earthly concern to ren- 
der your husband contented and happy. Use your utmost 
care, that he shall never have occasion to complain of a want 
of affection and kindness in his companion. Be assured 
nothing can be a source of greater unhappiness to him than 
to find cause for such a complaint. Remember also, that 
his disquietude will be fatal to your own comfort. It will be 
impossible for you to be happy, unless your conduct be first 
such as to render him so. Use your best endeavors, that 
when the fondness of youthful attachment shall subside, he 
may discover in you those amiable and desirable properties, 
which will excite his lasting esteem; without which neither 
of you can be happy ; without which your residence will never 
be the abode of solid contentment and peace. 
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Cousin’s Visit. 
COUSIN’S VISIT. 


Mrs. NewTon had two daughters, named Susan and Maria; 
they lived a retired life in the country, and as they seldom 
saw company, they were both exceedingly delighted one 
morning at breakfast, when their mother read them part of a 
letter she had received from her neice, Miss Newton, in Lon- 
don, saying, that she intended to come and pass a month 
with them very shortly. 

Susan and Maria were girls of thirteen and fourteen years 
of age; but their cousin wasa lady grownup. They had 
never seen her, but they had often heard their mamma say, 
that she was a very amiable and sensible young woman, there- 
fore, they were very impatient for her coming, and, indeed, 
thought of little besides from this time till that of her arrival. 

Susan Newton was a gentle, affectionate girl ; her manners 
were refined, and her temper sweet and obliging. Maria 
was lively and talkative; she liked very much to be noticed 
by strangers; and she had a foolish idea that whatever she 
said or did before others, they were observing her and think- 
ing of her;—a mistake which always arises from persons 
thinking tou much of themselves. Maria also was very apt 
to feel jealous of her sister, having a great desire that people 
should love her the best:—and the very first thought that 
sprung up in her little selfish heart when she heard of her 
cousin’s coming, was, that she hoped she would love her bet- 
ter than her sister. Such thoughts look very frightful set 
down in black and white ; and yet they do not appear at ald 
more so than they really are when concealed from every eye 
in some dark crevice of the heart. Maria accordingly be- 
gan, from that instant, contriving what she could do to in- 
gratiate herself in her cousin’s favour ; and worse than that, 
how she could make herself appear more amiable and agree- 
able than Susan; whereas Susan, in the simplicity of her 
heert, thought only of the pleasure she should enjoy in her 
cousin’s company. 

On the day appointed, Mrs. Newton set off in the little 
pony chaise which she kept. to meet her niece at the neigh- 
bouring town, for the stage coach did not come within five 
miles of their retired village. Susan and Mary remained at 
home ; and before their mother could well have reached the 
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town to which she was going, their impatience made them 
imagine it was time for her to return. Accordingly they 
placed themselves in the bow window that looked towards 
the road, in order that they might catch the first glimpse of 
the chaise. Susan, indeed, was wise enough to take her 
work, so that the time did not seem so extremely tedious to 
her as it did to Maria, who expressed her uneasiness. from 
time to time, by exclaiming, “ what a w bile they are!” “J 
begin to be afraid that cousin is not come :’— How I wish 
they would come !”’—and the like. Every gig, cart, waggon, 
or wheelbarrow that was heard at a distance, Maria felt sure 
was if. But Susan wisely suspended her opinion till they 
came within sight. At last,—that is, just about the time 
that might have been expected—the grey pony made its ap- 
pearance, and presently stopped, with their guest, before the 
gate. Maria, by this time, had wrought herself into such an 
agitation, that her cheeks were all in a crimson glow ; and 
she made two or three blunders in the sentence which she 
had prepared for the first greeting : so that Susan, who had 
made no preparation at all, and only said, “ How d’ye. do, 
cousin ?” appeared on this occasion to the most advantage. 
Miss Newton kissed them both affectionately ; but not being 
in good health she was greatly fatigued by her journey, and 
could not therefore take much notice of either of them that 
evening. Maria remarked several items, “ how very sorry 
she was her cousin was so poorly:” But Susan, who per- 
ceived it was fatiguing to her to reply, said nothing about it; 
only she set a footstool for her to rest her feet upon, and 
gently placed one of the sofa pillows at the back of her 
chair; and when she smiled, and said, “ ‘Thank you, love,” 
Maria wished she had thought of it, and said, * Ah, that is 
right; I am sure cousin must want something to lean upon. 
How I do hope she will be better to-morrew !” 

She was better the next day ; and soon rendered herself 
so agreeable to the young folks, by ber amiable manners and 
intelligent conversation, that they were both delighted with 
their relation. Susan soon felt a tender affection for her, and 
Maria an increased desire to win her regard. For this pur- 
pose, she employed several means which proved her to be 
very unskilful in the culture of true affection. For instance, 
she would go to her cousin several times in a day, and throw- 
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ing her arms around her neck, kiss her repeatedly, till it be- 
came really troublesome: then she would say, “ Dear cous- 
in, how I love you! I don’t think you know halfhow much I 
love you;” and other things of the same kind :—things, 
which are all very well, occasionally, when they are the gen- 
uine and spontaneous expressions of affection ; but when em- 
ployed as mere professions to gain favour, which is oftener the 
case, they are exceedingly troublesome and disagreeable. 

Susan’s love was expressed in a different way. Sheshew- 
ed her respect for her cousin by listening attentively to her 
conversation ; and her affection, chiefly by thinking of and do- 
ing little things, which she thought might promote her com- 
fort or convenience. Maria, indeed, was very officious in 
Waiting upon her; but as her object in so doing was not so 
much to accommodate her cousin as to shoiv her own atten- 
tions, she often made mistakes, and gave more trouble than 
service. She hadalsoa very unpleasant way of saying flat- 
tering things, which, always means, that persons wish to be 
flattered in retura. ‘* Dear cousin,” she would say, “ how 
Ido admire the colour of your hair :—or, “how sweetly 
cousin sings !”,—or, “ how I do wish I could write such a 
nice hand as cousin!” Bat Susan very properly thought, it 
would be a liberty in a girl of her age to make such remarks; 
she was content to make them to herself, and to endeavour to 
imitate her cousin’s excellencies. 

During the whole time of Miss Newton’s visit, Maria was 
so anxious to be in her company, that she neglected her usu- 
al business, and did not apply properly to any thing, while 
Susan went regularly about her usual studies ; and besides 
that, knowing that her mamma wished to enjoy as much of 
he: niece’s company as possible, she undertook many little 
domestic offices that she was unaccustomed to, in order that 
her mother might have the more leisure. ‘Thus she was often 
absent from the parlour for a long time, at which Maria 
secretly both rejoiced and wondered ; for she considered that 
her sister’s absence afforded her a capital opportunity of re- 
commending herself. Very often she would remain in the 
room or follow her mother and cousin about the garden, when 
they would both rather have dispensed with her company, 
that they might have some private conversation. Thus it is 
that forward, pushing persons, ever deteat their own purposes. 
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It was particularly observable, that Susan’s assiduities were 
not confined to an individual whom she wished to please : her 
mother, hér sister, and every one who needed them, were at- 
tended to with as much alacrity as her cousin, while Maria 
neglected every body else, in order to lavish her attentions 
and services upon one. 

Now Miss Newton was too observant a person not to re- 
mark all this ; and before she had past one week in this family, 
any impartial by-stander would have seen for which of these 
girls she felt the most esteem. But poor Maria was soblind- 
ed by self-love, that she could not persuade herself but that, 
in return for all her lavish professions of regard, so far sur- 
passing those of her sister, she must give preference to her- 
self, still she wished for some unequivocal assurance of this 
preference ; and the day before Miss Newton was to take 
her departure, being alone with her in the garden, she endeav- 
oured to introduce the subject. Finding, however, that no 
distant, nor even broad hint, would be taken, she said, at’ 
length, “ Dear cousin, there is one question I should So like 
to ask you P” 

Cousin—“ Well, if it is a proper ques‘ion, ask it.” 

Maria—*J don’t know whether you will think it a proper 
question quite ; but I feel so anxious about it that ] must tell 
you :—it is, that [ should so very much like to know, for a 
particular reason, which you like best, Susan or me ?” 

Cousin—* I must tell you, that I do not think that a proper 
question; and I advise you to drop it at once; however, I 
shall give you your choice; if you still desire it, I will answer 
it, but observe, I advise you not.” 

Maria—“ Ah, well, do answer it, however.” 

Cousin—“ Well, then, I love Susan the best.” 

Maria looked up, to see if she was serious; and expecting 
some Satisfactory explanation, she repeated * Susan !” 

Cousin—** Yes, Susan.” 

Hereupon Maria hastily withdrawing her arm from her 
cousin’s, hid her face in her hands, and burst into a passion- 
ate fit of weeping: She cried violently, a long time, expect- 
ing at every first burst, that her cousin would say something 
consolatory :—instead of which, she only walked quietly by 
her side, without uttering a word. 

At last, ina sullen and broken voice, Maria began, — Well, 

















156 Memoir of Miss Betsey Martin. 


it is hard, after all that I have felt, I little thought of this s—it 
is hard,—it is very ———.”” 

Cousin—“It is no fault of mine, my dear; did not I ad- 
vise you not to put the question ?” 

Maria—* Ah, but I mean it is hard that you should—that 


you should net love meas well, at least—Oh! oh! oh! (sob- 


bing. 

ee But that is not my fault either; I cannot help 
it.”” 

Here Maria wept more violently than before. 

Cousin— My dear, 1 am very sorry to have hurt you; 
but you know, | was obliged to tell the truth. There is not 
time now to enter further upon the subject; but I promise 
that when I return home, I will write you a long etter, and 
explain to you why I love Susan the best. Inthe meantime, 
I must say, that | do love you, Maria, though not quite so 
well as I hope to do when we meet again.” 

Maria was a little comforted by this assurance, and by the 
promise of aletter from her-cousin, which (unless any thing 
unforeseen prevents) she intends her to receive on the first 


of June. Q. Q. 


—__ 


MEMOIR OF MISS BETSEY MARTIN. 


Died, Sept. 1st 1819, Bersey Marrrn, daughter of James 
and Mary Martin. Had she lived to the ‘day of her funeral, 
she would have been nine years old. 

She became a scholar in ihe Sabbath School at Greers- 
burgh, Pa. at its commencement. Her deportment was de- 
cent and serious. She was an amiable child, of good sense 
and a very tenacious memory. She recited large portions of 
Scripture and five or six hymns every Sabbath. But this 
dear child, the hope and comfort of her parents, was soon 
to be taken from this world. After attending the Sabbath 
School six Sabbaths, she was taken ill and died in about six 
weeks. During the time of her attending tie school, she had 
committed to memory and recited $72 verses of Scripture, 
and 24 hymns—520 verses in all. Besides these she com- 
mitted two chapters and six hymns, which she did not live 
to recite. 
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When she was taken unwell, she told her mother that it had 
peen impressed upon her mind for some time, that she should 
not live long, and now she believed that death was coming and 


she never would recover from thatsickness. When her moth- 


er conversed with her about the opportunities of religious in- 
straction which she had enjoyed, she replied, that she knew 
she had good instruction—was glad she could read the Scrip- 
tures—and she had not forgot to pray to God every day for 
the salvation of her soul.— When asked if she was afraid to 
die, she said sometimes she was afraid she was not prepared, 
but it was her daily prayer to God to prepare her.—The 
next day she was asked ; ifshe had her choice, whether she 
would rather live or die? She said, “ I have no choice. 
God may do with me as he pleases ; but if it were his will, f 
would be glad to go to meeting one Sabbath more, and to the 
Sunday school.” She then began to repeat the last hymna 
she had committed to memory—the 27th hymn of the First 
Beok ; 


Death may dissolve my body now, 
And bear my spirit home ; 

Why do my moments move so slow, 
Nor my salvation come,” Se. 


This, she said was her hymn. She requested that one of the 
chapters, that she had committed to memory, might be read 
to her——the one, she said, that speaks of the poor lost sheep. 
She observed, that she was often at a loss to understand the 
scripture, but when she did understand it, O how good it was! 
On the first Sabbath after her sickness commenced, she ask- 
ed her father to sit down at her bed-side ; for she wanted to 
talk with him. When he asked her what she wanted to talk 
about, she replied, “ O papa, I want to telk about God, and 
about dying.” When he intormed her of man’s falien state, 
and of the way of salvation through Christ, she paid great at- 
tention, and seemed well pleased. He asked her, if she 
thought she was then prepared todie. She said, she was not 
certain; but would put all her trust in Christ and depend 
on him alone for salvation; and he would do what he saw 
best for her. When the people carce from public worship im 
the evening, she inquired whether she had been prayed for, 
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agreeably to her request. When answered in the affirma- 
tive, she said, “ I suppose a great number of people met there 
this day, and it may be they will not all meet in heaven. 
They will all meet at the day of judgment, in two compa- 
nies, and each company will receive their sentence.” ‘Then 
she repeated the sentences that will be pronounced on the 
righteous and the wicked. From the beginning of her sick- 
ness till her death, she always appeared composed when she 
spoke of her dying, aud manifested the greatest resignation 
to the will of God. She repeated some of the scriptures 
where Christ, invites sinners to come to him, particularly 
what he says of children. 

When she apprehended her death was approaching, she 
wished her brothers, older and younger than herself, to be 
called to her bedside, and, with great composure, said, “ I 
want to bid you farewell. I have now one charge togive you 
—that you be good children, and pray to God daily for the 
salvation of your souls, while you have time. You may not 
have time when you come to die; you may be well at night 
and dead in the morning.” 

It pleased her very much when any of her school-mates 
came to see her. ‘To one of them with wkom she had been 
very intimate, who staid with her nearly two days, she said, 
“QO! Anna, many a time yeu and I have met at school; but 
that is all over; we shall never meet there again ; but [ hope » 
we will meet in heaven—there we will have no more sin—no 
more sorrow—no more sickness—no more of these hard 

ains which I now feel. Anna, there is one thing I want to 
tell you; that is, never forget to pray to God every day ;” 
No, said the other; Betsey, I never will forget you, nor what 
you have said. She would often say, when medicine 
was offered her, “ Don’t trouble me about those things: it 
takes me all the time [ have to think about dying. She was 
asked by her little school-mate if she could get up till she 
svould make her bed, observing it had got hard; she replied 
‘QO Anna, 


Jesus can make a dying bed, 
T*eel soft as downy pillows are.” 


Her composed state of mind continued till the last. She 
manifested ne fear or agitation of mind about her appreach- 

















































History of Dick Simmons. 159 


ag dissolution. It is well known how her mind was. exer- 
ciséd about religion before her illness ; but she had appear- 
ed serious for some time, and was observed to be frequently 
alone engaged in prayer.—Puttsburgh Recorder. 


HISTORY OF DICK SIMMONS. 
(Continued from page 92.) 


As they were passing along the street at the outer part of 
the town, Dick recollected that he owed a man five dollars, 
who lived near by; but, said he, I have nothing less than a 
ten dollar bill, and I presume he has not any change, It will 
save me some trouble if you will lend me tive dollars until I 
can get my bill changed in the village, and I will return it. 
At first the pedler hesitated, being a stranger ; but he thought 
to himself, he must surely be a respectable man, to beap- 
pointed on a committee for supplying the pulpit in his par- 
ish. He accordingly complied with his request. Having ob- 
tained the money, he fled, leaving the unfortunate pedler to 
seek in vain for his pay. The whole of thisstory was framed 
on the spur of the occasion to satisfy his immediate wants. 
Many tricks of a similar character, did he play off from time 
to time, upon the unsuspecting, to procure money to gratify 
his love of pleasure. Sometimes he would find himself in 
straits, and would be obliged to work a few days to keep 
from want. Vice was the element in which he loved to move, 
and he gradually became more and more vile, and seemed to 
be fast filling up his measure, as preparatory to destruction. 
After trying various expedients to get money, and ramb- 
ling from state to state, and from city to city, he went to 
New-York, where he fell in with a number of spirits of simi 
lar character. They carried on a regular system of plunder 
for some time ;—They would slip into houses and carry off 
garments from the entry, or plate from the sideboards, and 
if any one perceived them, they would pretend that they had 
missed the door they were in search of, or offer some other 
plausible excuse, and as they were decently dressed, they 
passed without suspicion. ‘The people of the city were ex- 
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ceedingly annoyed by these villains, but they could not gét 
hold of them. At length several ef them undertook to 
break open a store in Pearl street, and when they had suc- 
ceeded in getting in, the watch came upon them and secured 
them. Dick was one of the gang, and he was sadly affected 
at being found out and safely lodged in prison. He had 
gone on with a high hand of late, and did not think that the 
day of retribution could come. Wicked men imagine that 
they shall escape the vigilance of the officers of justice, but 
they commonly get caught at last. After lying in jail a 
short time, Dick and his companions were brought to trial, 
and the proof being so clear, they were convicted and sen- 
tenced to the state panne: for ten years. Divine Providence 
so ordered, that Edward Saunders, the former companion and 
fellow-apprentice of Simmons was present at the trial.— 
This excellent young man remained with his master until 
the time of his apprenticeship expired, and was greatly be- 
loved and respected by all who knew him. Mr. Porter was 
very unwilling to part with him, but Saunders felt inclined 
to spend a few months in the city of New-York, and arrived 
there but a short period before Dick’s arrest. As he passed 
by the court with a friend, curiosity led him to attend the 
trial. He immediately recognized his old companion, and 
was much affected at seeing him under such circumstances. 
Dick was no less disturbed at seeing him. He at first en- 
deavoured to appear ignerant and to hide himself from the 
eye of Saunders. But after the sentence was passed, he de- 
sired permission to speak to Simmons. He addressed him 
with great tenderness, and expressed his sorrow at finding 
him in sucha condition. Simmons could not forbear weep- 
ing at the sympathy cfhisold friend. He had become quite 
hardened in sin, and felt no compunctions of conscience for 
his crimes; but the voice of friendship cut him to the quick, 
and he could not hide his emotions. Saunders told him 
that he should be glad to render him all the kind offices in 
his power, and exhorted him to submit te his punishment 
with a humble spirit. As he parted with him, he pro- 
mised that he would visit him as often as circumstances 
- would allow. Dick had not been long in prison, before 
Saunders called to see him. He found him very sullen and 
unhappy. He bore the new discipline with great impatience, 
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and often insulted the overseers. One great object which 
Saunders had in visiting him, was to awaken in him some 
contrition for his sins, and some anxiety for his soul. He 
expatiated largely on the deceitful and hardening nature of 
sin ; the wretchedness which accompanies it in this life, and 
the awful consequences in which it involves the sinner in 
another world. To all which Dick made but a slight reply. 
Saunders found that all his conversation produced no seri- 
ous impression upon his mind: he was not distressed with 
the thoughts of appearing before the judgment seat of Christ, 
and he had been so long habituated to the worst of society, 
and the worst of vices, that his conscience seemed to be 
seared. He left with him ** Doddridge’s rise and progress of 
religion in the soul,” exhorting nim to read it with atten- 
tion, and to think upon his ways and turn his feet to the 
testimonies of the Lord, and not rush on to perdition. 

The change in Simmons condition, was not favourable to 
his health. His irregular mode of life, had somewhat im- 
paired his constitution, and when he was put to hard labour 
and cearse food, his spirits began to flag; his appetite be- 
came poor, and he was unable {to do histask. The over- 
seers of the prison, though naturally humane and lenient, 
were not inclined to shew him much favor, especially as 
they had often been badly used by him: they did not give 
credit to the story of his weakness, and urged him on to 
his task beyond his strength. He soon became too ill to 
work, and was even unable to set up. A violent fever soon 
reduced him very low, and his case became alarming. ‘The 
attending physician informed him, that he could not live ma- 
ny days, unless his disorder should form a favorable crisis. 
This intelligence aroused him from his stupid condition.—- 
His conscience, which had been so long in a dead state, 
now seemed to recover its sensibility, and to &ccuse him in 
the most fearful manner. “ A dreadful sound was in his 
ears,”’—a sound of death and eternity. He desired one of 
the overseers to send a note to Saunders, and desire him to 
come to him without a moments delay. This request was 
granted, and Saunders came ina short time. As he enter- 
ed the apartment of Dick, he perceived that the disease had 
made a rapid progress on him. “ Oh! said Simmons, you 
are very good thus to come and visit me, at a moment’s warn- 
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ing; especially as I] have treated your kindness with such 
neglect. But I felt that I needed some person to whom J 
could unburden myself. I now feel that I must soon bid 
adieu to this world; and alas! where shall I go:—my sins 
have at length found me out.. When I was going on in my 
mad career, I thought littleof such adayasthis. ‘ Because 
sentence against my evil work was not speedily executed, 
my heart was fully set in me todo evil.’ Because I escaped 
so often, I thought I should always escape. Oh! J now ex- 
perience what an evil and bitter thing it is to forsake the ways 
of the Lord. Ihave been a willing servant of Satan for ma- 
ny years, and he is now paying me my wages, I have never 
enjoyed any peace since I became a servant of sin. O, Ed- 
ward, I have often envied you the happiness and tranquility 
which seemed to reign within your bosom ; and though I had 
no relish for such employments as you delight in, yet I often 
sighed over my poor pleasures. Conscience reproved me for 
a period, after I had abandoned my heart to sin, but her re- 
_ proaches were fainter and fainter, until they were Jost in that 
boisterous career which I was running. If I had followed 
your counsel ; if I had continued in that good way, on which 
I once entered at the time of the revival in N., I should not 
have been in this woeful condition. But alas! my heart was 
opposed to the truth of the gospel: I hated the light, because 
I loved the darkness. 1 must soon appear before God in 
judgment. I have nothing to expect but tribulation and 
wrath, indignation and anguish. Already do I anticipate 
the sentence which will be past upon me; already do I seem 
to hear the Judge say to me, “ Depart, ye cursed, into ever- 


lasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.” 
(To be continued. ) 


WALKS OF USEFULNESS IN AND ABOUT THE 
CITY OF NEW-YORK. 


(Continued from page 124.) 


I walked on before him and soon overtook a man who 
was driving several swine. It was now past eleven o’clock, 
and very warm. The swine ran into a puddle of water which 
Nad settled into a hollow place, and Jaid down and wallow- 
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ed. The owner appeared to be much vexed, and endeay- 
oured to drive them out; but they would not go. “These 
swine, sir,” said I, “‘ only gratify the propensity of their na- 
ture; they love the mire; and if you wash them ever so 
clean, they will soon return to their filthiness. I would not 
wish to speak in too degrading terms of human nature; but 
do not these swine too nearly resemble some sinners. ‘The 
element in which they move is as odious to a pure mind as 
the mire is offensive to the eye or the smell. The eagerness of 
the swine to rush into the mire, after being washed and prepar- 
ed for the market, reminds us of the case of asinner, who re- 
turns to his vicious courses, after walking a while in the path 
of sobriety and chastity. It sometimes happens that the 
word or the providence of God rouses the sioner, who is go- 
ing on securely in sin, to a sense of his guilt; a great anxiety 
about the safety of his soul is excited ; he breaks off his sins 
by repentance; abandons all his vicious courses; attends to 
the means of grace; associates with pious people ; is a com- 
panion of such as fear God; goes to the house of prayer; 
is instant in season and out of season ; reads the scriptures, 
and attends to secret devotion. ‘The change in his conduct 
is noticed by his friends with pleasure; for a time he walks 
worthy the christian vocation, shuns all those vices to which 
he was addicted, and seems to take satisfaction in religious 
duties. But by and by he begins to relax in his attention to 
spiritual things; he finds the cross to be a burden, and he is 
impatient under it; he cannot endure the self-denial which 
the Saviour requires; the love of sin has never been quench- 
ed, but only partially subdued, and by degrees he returns to 
the practice of it with greediness. Such a sinner resembles 
the swine who runs to the mire after being once washed. Sin 
is most congenial to his feelings, and he wallows in it with 
delight. ‘ Well sir,”’ said the man, who listened to my re- 
marks with attention, ‘there is much truth in what you have 
said. I have known persons of the description you mention, 
in places where there have been revivals of religion, as they are 
called, who have run very much such a course as you have 
ointed out. After a season of anxiety and distress of mind, 
they were full of joy and confidence—they were then declar- 
ed to be converted; but in a short time they lost their reli- 
gion and returned to their old ways: and 1 confess that such 
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cases did not give me a very favourable opinion of their reviv- 
als.”’ ‘It is not fair, sir,” said I,“ to draw a general conclusion 
from particular cases. It makes nothing against the genu- 
ineness of a revival of religion, that there are a few who ima- 
gine themselves the subjects of a gracious change, who do 
not ‘continue to the end.’ It is nothing more than we ought 
to.expect ; these persons deceive themselves, and ‘ think they 
are something when they are nothing ;’ they imagine that they 
have obtained the pure gold, when it proves to be, nothing 
more than a resemblance. When they are tried, they go 
back to the world, from which they never in reality we de- 
tached. You should have looked at the many instances of 
genuine piety, which were before you ;—you should have ex- 
amined the fruits of righteousness which appeared in their’ 
lives. I fear that your heart is opposed to that work of 
grace which is carried on in the children of God; and if so, 
it induced you to look on the wrong side of every thing. 
You could not form a correct opinion under such circum- 
stances: where the heart pleads the cause, the understand- 
ing is a favourable judge.” I confess sir,” said he, “ that 
I have been prejudiced against what is called experimental 
religion; but I believe it was because I did not understand 
it, and because I suspected that all was not right in my own 
heart.” ‘ Dismiss your prejudices then, and apply yourself 
to the study of the Bible, and all will be clear as the sun 
beam; ‘receive with meekness the ingrafted word, which is 
able to save your soul’—‘ If any man will do his will, he 
shall know of the doctrine whether it be of God.’ ” 

Ithen parted with the man, and made the best of my way 
to the city, having rambled several miles, and met with sev- 
eral occurrences, which were interesting, to me at least; and 
I hope that in the last day it will appear that some good has 
been done. 


BIBLICAL SOLUTIONS. 


Answers to the Questions, inserted in No. 4. page 133. 


46. A. As they had no scriptures, they received the in- 
timations of the divine will by a voice from heaven, by the 
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ministration of Angels, in dreams, or by direct suggestion, or 
inspiration. 

47. A. Onthis subject there are two opinions, It is be- 
lieved that individuals who loved God had all the light of any 
later dispensation, but that the world at large had less. But 
others believe that at that period the best of men enjoyed on- 
ly the twilight of truth, that what they knew was conveyed 
to them principally in types and shadows, the anti-type and 
the substance being enjoyed under the present dispensation, 
Heb. 11 40. 

48. A. With the exception of Noah and his family, the 
whole human race had become so corrupted that God would 
bear with their iniquities no longer. Gen. 6. 5—7. 

49. A. That he wasa just man, and perfect in his gen- 
eration, and a preacher of righteousness. No doubt he la- 
boured much to bring that degenerated world to repentance. 
Gen. 6. 9.—2 Pet. 2. 5. 

50. A. There was an intermarriage of the godly with the 
ungodly. ‘The sons of God saw the daughters of men that. 
they were fair, and they took them wives of all which they 
chose. Gen. 6. 2. 

51. A. Computing ftom the data given in the fifth chap- 
ter of Genesis, it must have commenced in the year of sixteen 
hundred and fifty six. 

52. A. About one hundred and twenty years.* 1. Peter 
3. 20.—Gen. 6. 3. 

53. A. He was entered upon his six hundredth year. 
Gen.7. 11. 

54. A. He had three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, or 
to name them according to their supposed seniority, Japheth, 
Shem, and Ham, with their wives. Gen. 3. 17.—9. 24.— 
10. 21. 





* I have given here the common opinion ; but there lies against 
it a powerful objection. Noah was 500 years old when he had 
his three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth (Gen. 5. 32.) When 
he was commanded to build the ark, his sons were spoken of as 
married (Gen. 6. 18.) which must have been some 30 or 40 
years afterward, and still Noah entered the ark when he was in 
sis six hundredth year. I leave the subject for future criticism. 
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55. A. It was at the least 450 feet long, 75 in breadtii, 
and 45 in height.* Gen. 6. 15. 

56. A. It has been ably demonstrated, that in the space 
of 450,000 square cubits, which the ark contained, can be 
conveniently placed allthe animals that Noah was directed to 
preserve; and space left sufficient to store the provisions 
which they would need in a year.t 

57. A. When men deny what they cannot disprove, 
they do not deserve an answer. He who could cause the 





* The dimensions of the ark will depend on the length of the 
scripture cubit. Arbuthnot, a celebrated scotchman, says, there 
are in the scriptures, cubits of two different lengths One is 
equal to twenty one inches and eight tenths, our measure ; being 
the fourth of a fathom, twice the span, and six times the palm. 
The otner is equal to one foot eight tenths, or the fourhundredth 
part of a stadium. According to one of these measures the ark 
must have been 545. feet long, about 91 in breadth and 54 1-2 in 
height. According to the smaller cubit it was 540 feet long, 96 
in breadth and 54 in height, 


+ A celebrated author computes, that all the animals contained 
in the ark, could not be equal to 500 horses, or even to.56 pair 
of oxen. Another author enlarges it to 64 pair. Now suppose 
an Ox equal to two horses, if the ark had room for 256 horses, 
there must have been room for all the animals. Now one floor 
would suffice for 500 horses, and each horse have nine square 
feet. Thirty or forty pounds of hay will feed an ox twenty-four 
hours, and this quantity of hay can be placed in the compass of 
a solid cubit ; and the second story of the ark contained 150,000 
such cubits, hence it was sufficient to contain as much hay as 
would keep 400 oxen during the period that the ark remained 
closed. 

Another author makes all the carnivorous animals equal to 27 
wolves, and the rest to 280 beeves. For the former he allows 
the sustenance of 13825 sheep, and for the latter 109,500 cubits 
of hay. These can all be contained in the two first stories of the 
ark, and much room to spare. | 

It will not be questioned but that the third story was sufficient 
for the fowls with Nozh and his family. On the whole it is 
rather surprising that thes should need so large an ark than tisat 
there should be want of room. 
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flood, could increase the waters, if necessary, to any extent 
he pleased : but probably no increase was necessary. 

58. A. -It is generally believed to have been in autumn, 
so that the next summer dried up the waters. ‘There would 
be no doubt on this subject, were it not that among the He- 
brews the year was two-fold; the one sacred, for the cele- 
bration of feasts, beginning in March; the other civil, begin- 
ning in September. Noah entered the ark the 17th day of 
the second month. If this was the sacred year, he entered 
about the first of May ; if the civil year, he entered about 
the first of November. ‘The latter is the more probable, as 
it is believed that the institution of a sacred year is more re- 
cent, the old year commencing in September. Gen. 7. 11. 

59. A. It appears to have rained forty days and forty 
nights; but the waters are said to have prevailed 150 days: 
whether they rose all this time, or only continued undimin- 
ished, is uncertain. Gen. 7. 12, 24. 

60. A. About three months and twenty days. It was 
first borne up by the waters at the end of forty days, and . 
rested the seventeenth day of the seventh month. Gen. 7. 
17. and 8. 4. 

61. 4. The fact is plainly asserted in the Bible. And 
we have moreover evident traces of the flood in every part of 
the earth. ‘There are fables among almost all heathen na- 
tions, which are evident-corruptions of the story of the flood. 
We have the history of the flood in Berosus, Plutarch, and 
Lucian: while Abydenus, a still more ancient writer, makes 
mention of the dove that was sent out to explore the new 
world. And there are found in all countries some monu- 
ments of its desolations; such as abundance of Marine shells 
on the tops of the highest mountains; whole trees, ears of 
corn, fishes, and the teeth and bones of animals, some buried 
deep in the earth, and some in the bosom of rocks mostly in 
a state of petrefaction. No satisfactory account can be given 
of these phenomena, but by admitting a universal deluge. 
Gen. 6. 17. and 7. 19. 

62. A. ‘They were there from the seventeenth day of the 
second month of one year, till the twenty-seventh day of the 
second month of the next year, making a year and teu days. 
Gen. 7.11. and 8. 14, 
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63. A. rested on mount Ararat, ia Arminia, in Asia. 
Gen. 8. 4.* 

64. A. He built an altar to the Lord, and took of every 
clean beast and fow! and offered burnt offerings. Gen. 8. 20. 

65. A. They no doubt had such fear, and God gracious- 
iy promised that the human family should not be again cut 
off by the waters of a flood, and placed his bow im the cloud 
as a pledge of the truth of that promise. Gen. 9. 11—17. 

66. A. The text would seem to lead us to this opinion, 
and it has been advocated by men of learning, but the more 
prevalent opinion is, that the bow did previously exist, but 
was then constituted a token of God’s covenant. 

67. A. He had been previously allowed to feed upon the 
herbs and fruits of the earth, but was not expressly permitted 
the use of animal! food till after the deluge. Gen. 1. 29. 
and 9. 3. 

68. A. The history of his family has so verified the 
curse, as to make it manifest that it was the effect of znspira- 
tion. It is well known, that from Canaan were descended 
the Canaanites, who, becoming enormously wicked, were 
extirpated, by divine command, to give place to the seed of 
Abraham. And the curse seems to have extended still more 
widely and embraced all the children of Ham, from whom 
sprung not only the Canaanites, but the Sidonians, the Ty- 
rians, the orignal inhabitants of Arabia, and most of Africa. 
Hence it is evident that most of his descendants have been in 
all ages an enslaved and wretched people. 

69. A. Canaan was mentioned because the curse wasjto 
descend primarily through his line, but the father was ia: 


* Ararat isa detached mountain in the form of a sugar-loaf, 
standing in the midst of a high and extensive plain, perpetually 
capped with snow, isa part of the same range with Caucasus 
and 'Paurus, has still its original name, the country about it very 
fertile. Berosus, Abydenus and Eituphanius say that in their 
day there were still seen remains of the ark en its highest sum- 
mit. ‘Tournefort attempted to climb it, but was hindered by the 
snow and intense cold, although it was in midsummer. Noah 
never quitted that country, and his descendants remained there 
600 years, 
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cluded. It has been suggested that there may be an elipsis 
of the word father, and that it might be read, Cursed be the 
father of Canaan. Others affirm that Canaan was as- 
sociated with his father in sin. But if otherwise, none will 
contend that the posterity of Ham have suflered more than 
their individual iniquities have deserved. The threatening 
is, that God will visit the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children, unto the third and fourth generation of them thai 
hate him. But the promise also is; that the son shall not 
pear the iniquity of the father. Ex. 20.5.—Ezek. 18. 1—15. 


Questions to. be answered by the readers before the reception of the 
next number. 


70. Have the predictions which Noah delivered at that 
iime respecting his other sons been accomplished ? 

71. To what age did Noah live? 

72. Can you remember, and wame the generations be- 
tween Noah and Abraham? | 
73. How many years intervened between the flood and 

the Calling of Abraham P 

74. Through how many intermediate persons could 
Adam communicate to Abraham whatever information he 
might have respecting the first age of the world ? 

75. Can you give me any facts respecting the building of 
Babel ? 

76. Have we any account of the building of Nineveh ? 

77. Can you give me some of the first particulars in the 
history of Abraham ? 

78. Can you assign any reason why God chose Abra- 
ham, and assigned him and his perrny so distinguished a 
place among the nations of the earth ? 

79. What was the blessing promised Abraham when the 
Lord called him ? 


80." Can you pursue the history of Abraham from the 
time that he left Haran? 


Si. Have you noticed an inconsistency in the conduct of 
that good man when in Egypt ? 

82. Can you give me the sequel of the story ? 

88. And when did he journey from Egypt? 


84. Can you give me sume account of the separation of 
Abraham and Lot? 
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85. How did Abraham and Lot conduct toward each 
other ? 

86. Was Lot wise in choosing to dwell in the plains of 
Sodom ? Gen. 13. 10—13. 

87. Did Abraham and Lot continue to have kind inter- 
course after their separation ?P 

88, What idea have you of the kings of those times ? 

89. Do you discover any thing magnanimous in the con- 
duct of Abraham toward the king of Sodom, on this occa- 
sion P 

90. Abraham had nowa message from heaven, some- 
what peculiar ; can you give me the account? 

91. And by what sign was this promise confirmed? can 
you give me the narrative ? 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN A YOUNG CON- 
VERT AND AN ADVANCED CHRISTIAN. 


LETTER NO. 4. 


April 12, 1822. 
My Dear Frrenv,— 

I now proceed briefly to answer the inquiry, which you 
proposed in one of your former letters, viz. “ How shall I 
know that I have been born again.” Before attempting to 
answer this question, | would observe that you ought to place 
no reliance upon the good opinion which others may form of 
you. ‘“ Man looketh upon the outward appearance, but the 
Lord looketh on the heart.” ‘Try your character by the Bi- 
ble. ‘This isthe book by which we must be judged. 

Many persons under anxiety of mind, seem to make it their 
sole object to obtaina hope. When this is obtained, they 
feel happy, thinking that they have religion. But hope, let it 
ever be remembered, 2s not religion. It is the joyful conse- 
quence of religion. Hope must be founded on evidence that 
we love God, and are united to Christ. We cannot expect 
to find full and complete evidence at first. This evidence 
will increase mere and more, if we walk in the path of the 
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just. Think not therefore that you are a christian, because 
you have a hope, although this hope may be very strong. 

If you have become an obedient child of God, a great 
change has taken place in your feelings. But a great change 
may have taken place, and still you may be without the love 
of God. -Do not rely on your reformation, on your prayers 
and tears, or on any works of religious performances. Place 

your dependence on the Saviour, and on him alone. 

I might propose many questions respecting your love to 

God, and to mankind, your delight in prayer, and in thie 
study of the Word of "God, ; ; 1 might ask if you perceive a 
sweetness in the Holy Scriptures, and whether you love to 
regulate your conduct by its doctrines and precepts. Whether 
you love all mankind, your enemies, as well as friends, and 
especially the people of God, because they love Christ. I 
shall not dwell on these considerations, you can meditate up- 
on them at your leisure. 

There are two questions which I wish you more particu- 
larly toconsider. Do you hate sin? and seek to obey God - 
in all your ways? 

Sin is opposed to all which God does. If you feel tiat 
you are a sinner, you will feel that you are opposing God by 
indulging in sin. This will make you mourn. It will grieve 
you to think you have offended God. This will lead you to 
ask deliverance from it; to avoid temptation, and to strive to 
obtain the victory over it. Do you seek to obey God in all! 
things? ‘ Obedience,” we are told “is better than sacrifice.” 
Christ sought to do the will of his father in heaven. No mat- 
ter what may be our hopes and expectations, if we donot seek 
to please God inall things, we are none of his. 

I will close this hasty letter in the words of Mr. Newton. 
‘You can,” says he, “ never obtain better evidence of faith, 
than by actually believing.” Fix youreyes upon Christ, as the 
Israelites upon the brazen serpent. We cannot be too strict 
in observing, and condemning every thing in us which is con- 
trary tothe mind which was in him. We cannot be too correct 
in our desires of increasing conformity to him; but these de- 
sires are the effect rather than the ground of a good hope. I 
believe, because I see every thing in the object which my case 
~ gequires, I love, because I believe; and thee I obey, because 
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{love. Iam indeed ashamed that my obedience is so imper; 

fect, my love so feeble, my faith so weak. Meditate upon 

these things, give thyself wholly to them. 
Yours affectionately, 


HERMAS. 


€OMMBUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


Mr. E-prror, 

Sin—The following is a production, as its title informs 
us, written for a branch of the Sabbath School in R*******, 
{ thought, that, in this view it might be interesting—if you 
think so, please insert it, together with this statement.— 
‘The Sabbath School in R., at the time, consisted of three 
classes. One of youth in Wilbur’s catechism, and recited 
sabbath mornings: another of children, recited Scripture, 
at noon: and the remaining one, in the evening, disscussed 
subjects of Theology, by writing and extemporaneously. 
‘The last exercise was a promiscuous one in the town. The 
olergymen attended, to sum up and enforce what had been 
said ou the subjects; and the people of the village, to hear and 
learn. [think the plan from its effects, a good one. 

Yours - 


SABBATH SCHOOL EXERCISE. 


Among the endless variety of subjects which-solicit the at- 
tention of beings formed for reflection, none is perhaps more 
profitable, and at the same time, to the humble christian, 
more pleasing, than that relating tothe being and perfections 
of deity.—-And in this view the questions from time to time 
agitated in this section of the Sabbath Schoo! might be con- 
sidered as peculiarly excellent. ‘Though the one brouglit to 
view this evening embraces points hard to be understood, 
which should (by the young and inexperienced) be aitempted 


with diffidence-and humility, it is hoped that by the kind 


hand of our Pastor, guided by the Spirit of truth, te detect 
and expose error in the productions of inexperience, as weil as 
to bring to view truth in his own language, it will be rendered 
vot the least profitable one, we are required to exhibit. 
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What we are taught in Scripture respecting the invisibit- 
ity of the GODHEAD.” The subject recommends itself to 
our most serious consideration. We know or fic proverty o! 
the Divine essence which is better calculated than this to 
hush the mind into solemn awe. Assembled this evening in 
the place of worship, we are enabled by the help of artificial! 
light to discern every natural object within its reach. But in 
vain do our bodily eyes strive to gaze on an omnipresent Goi, 
“though he be not far from every one of us.” Behold we “ go 
forward, but he is not there; and backward, but we cannot 
perceive Him ; on the lefthand, where He doth work ; but we 
cannot behold Him; He hideth Himself onthe right hand 
that we cannot see Him.—But He knoweth the way that we 
take.” O which of us can forbear, in breathless silence, to 
repeat with reverential fear the language of the outcast 
of old,—*“Thou GOD seest me ;”—Or with her to put the 
solenin question to ourselves,—“ Have I also here looked af- 
ter Him that seeth mer” 

The instructions found in the Word of GOD relative to 
the point in question are various, and may we believe, with 
some degree of propriety be arranged in several distinct 
classes. 

Ist. Those whichteach simply that Deity zs invisible. 

2nd. Such as show why or how He is invisible. 

3rd. Those which bring to view the danger of not bear- 
ing in mind this quality of the Divine essence. And 

4th. That though invisible to the eye of sense, Jehovah, 
with all His glorious perfections, zs clearly discerned by ihe 
eye of faith. 

ist. That Deity is invisible might be proved by numerous 
scripture assertions,—of which a few will suffice. The Lord 
said unto Moses, Ex. 33. 20. “ Thou canst not see my face ; 
for there shall no man see me and live.” John 1.18. No man 
bath seen GOD at any time.” 1 Tim. 6.16.4Whom no man 
hath seen, or can see.” 

2nd. But we are led to enquire why or how is Deity in- 
visible to the eye of mortals. Does any thing prevent, but 
his immutable decree, * There shall no man ?”’&c. Is there 
any natural impossibility in the way ? Itis apprehended there 
is. ‘Though this as well as every thing in nature might be 


resolyed into the divine determination, yet the reason of the 
15* 
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174 Sabbath School Exercise. 


invisibility of the Divine essence may, we think, be found ir 
this short assertion, “ GOD is aspirit.”” Our ideas of spirit, 
in distinction ifom matter, are at best limited and confused. 
“bne most we can learn relative to it is, that its existence is 
far beyond our comprehension, and by no means within the 
yeach of our external senses. This holds true with regard 
to the spirit in man,as well as to his Creator. We believe 
there is a spirit inman. We believe it, because in view of 
its manifest operations, we cannot deny it: but the mode of 
its operations neither sense, reason, nor revelation, has fully 
shown. So we believe in the existence of Deity, because 
we trace His operations in every thing around us. “ For 
the invisible things of Him from the creation of the world 
are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are 
made, even his eternal power and Godhead.” ‘ The heav- 
éns declare the glory of God, and the firmament sheweth 
his handy work.” ‘These all speak forth the praises of their 
Creator; but they are not the Creator himself. 

3d. ‘That great danger attend a forgetfulness of invisi- 
bility of the Godhead, is a truth we believe fairly deducible 
from Scripture. ‘“ The carnal mind is enmity against God.” 
And man even under the light of revelation has been ex- 
ceedingly prone to withdraw his worship from his maker, and 
to devote himself to the service of idols. In proof of this 
assertion, we need only refer to the scripture account of the 
Jews, a nation to whom the Lord repeatedly revealed Himself 
as the only proper object of religious worship. In an early 
period of this history we find Moses, who was chosen of God 
to be their guide and instructor, endeavoring to guard them 
against this heaven provoking sin, by repeatedly reminding 
them of the invisibility of Jehovah. ‘“ Ye heard the voice 
of words but saw no similitude.” And again, “Take ye 
therefore good heed unto yourselves, for ye saw no manner 
of similitude on the day that the Lord spake unto you in Ho- 
reb, out of the midst of the fire; lest ye corrupt yourselves, 
and make unto youa graven image, the similitude of any figure, 
the likeness of male or female,” &c. 

In this land of Bibles and churches, we may not have those 
peculiar temptations to idol worship into which the children 
of Israel fell. We cannot urge the hardship of attending the 
public worship ofthe sanctuary, and say with him who caused 
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Israel to sii, * It istoo much for you to go up to Jerusalem : 
these be thy Gods O Israel.”? But where is even the chris- 
tian, who will not with shame acknowledge himself prone to 
worship the creature more than the Creator, who is over 
all, God blessed for ever ? Or where is the impenitent sin- 
ner that does not, with the impious king of Assyria, refuse to 
do homage toany God? The fool hath said in his heart—“ zo 
God.” “ The wicked, through the pride of his countenance 
will not seek after God.” Till at length, God is not in all 
his thoughts. He thinks he believes in the existence of Dei- 
ty: but he has forgotten his invisibility—has forgotten that 
itis this, and not his distance from us, (for he is not far dis- 
tant from every one of us) which prevents our seeing him. 
And this leads him to imagine that the Lord seeth him not. 
“ The Lord hath forsaken the earth.” He grows bold in sin : 
ventures upon a course of conduct highly incensing to Him, 
‘¢ whose eyes behold, whose eyelids try the children of men. , 
The language of his heart, if not of his life is,“* How doth God 
know? Can he judge through a dark cloud ?”’-——“ Clouds 
and darkness are round about him.” 

4th. It now remains to be noticed, that, though invisible to 
the eye of sense, Jehovah, with all His gloricus perfections, is 
clearly discerned by the eye of faith. “The natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness unto him; neither can he know them, because 
they are spiritually disscerned.” And from a state of mind, 
so dangerous as the one above described, the mere mercy of 
insulted Omnipotence can alone recover the biind infatuated 
sinner. ‘The God of glory thundereth,”—he starts af- 
frighted. His ear catches the awful threatenings— Upon 
the wicked He shall rain snares, fire and brimstone and an 
horrible tempest.” Now he feels, that “ verily there is a 
God that judgeth in the earth;” and that it is indeed a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of that God, * who is angry with 
the wicked every day.” He tries to pray, but the Lord seems 
emphatically to have “covered himself with a cloud, that 
his prayer should not pass through.” He is left almost to 
doubt the very existence of God. The eye of faith can dis- 
cern spiritual things: but alas! he has it not. Yet he is 
invited to “feel after; him if haply he might find him.” 
* And ye shallseek me and find me, when ye shall search for 
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me with all your heart,” saith the Lord. And he in merey 
giyes him a heart to seek hisface. ‘Though Heslay me yet will 
J trust in him,” says the sinner, and cheerfully throws himself 
at the feet of sovereign mercy. It is then the scales begin to 
fall from his eyes. Its then spiritual eyesight is imparted. 
He gazes withhumble delight on the character of God “in 
Christ reconciling the world to himself.’ He discerns such 
excellency in the divine image, that he devotes himself a 
living sacrifice to His fear and service. His life is tranquil 
and serene. He isnot indeed exempt from the heavy trials 
common to other men; but he “sees a hand, they cannot 
see.” Those evils of life which they madly attribute to some 
fou! demon, or to chance, he views as the merciful corrections 
of his heavenly Father. The eye of faith pierces through 
clouds and darkness which encircle Jehovah, and views right- 
eousness and judgment as the habitation of his throne. Nor 
is this all—_He is enabled by the eye of faith to look forward 
with joyful hope to that state, the happiness of which consists 
in dwelling with the Deity, and seeing him as He is. 
Father I will, says the divine Saviour, * that they also whom 
thou hast given me be with me where Iam.” And says the 
believer, “ The Lord knoweth them that are his.” This 
hope he has as an anchor to his soul; and having this hope 
can indure as “ SEEING HIM WHO IS INVISIBLE.” 


ADELPHE. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


The minister lately settled in Nashville, Tennessee, gives 
the pleasing account of an increase of the church, and the en- 


. couraging prospects of religion there. ‘The number added 


within a few months, is between 30 and 40. In concurrence 
with the excellent custom, happily becoming so common, 
they have formed Bible and Catechetical classes, which were 
much encouraged by parents, and well attended. Societies 
for prayer, and a spirit of christian liberality were increasing 
in all the churches. 

The work is said to continue with great power, and toa 
great extent at Wilton. It is stated that an aged deaf man 
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there who had not been able to hear a sermon for 30 years, 
appears to be the subject of conviction and conversion, He 
had long been totally stupid upon the subject of religion, 
but now became seriously impressed; (not knowing of the 
revival,) by what means he could not tell. ‘The south part of 
Ridgfield has began to share in the blessings of the work. 
In south Salem, N. Y. a gracious visitation is hailed, and ap- 
pearances thought to be encouraging in that section of the 
country. 

Fredericksburg, and Lynchburg, Va. are mentioned as ex- 
amples of the encouraging prospects of religion in that state. 
But in many parts the moral destitution is such, that mission- 
ary labours are greatly needed. 

A correspondent at Chatham, N. J. in a letter dated March 
17, gives an interesting account of a revival there, which 
commenced in the evening of a day set apart and observed, 
on account of the general stupidity, in solemn fasting and 
prayer for the outpouring cf the holy spirit. Persons of all 
ages from 12 to 70 years old were brought to solemn anxie- 


ty for their eternal state. Many had publicly dedicated 


themselves to God by joining the church; and it is expected 
that many more will soon evince their love to the Saviour by 
espousing his cause in the same manner. 

From Tyringham, Mass. it is learnt, that they are favour- 
ed with a revival there. 

On the 7th April twenty-four members were! added to the 
church at Sag Harbour, L. I. 

‘Twenty-five have been lately added to the church in Wal- 
lingford, Vt. and prospects were flattering. | 

A work of divine grace has been displayed at Moriah, 
N. Y. between 40 and 50 had been hopefully renewed at the 
time the information was given. At Crown Point appear- 
ances have been hopeful. ' 

At High Gate the gracious operations of the Holy Spirit 
have been extensively experienced. Thirty-five have been 
added to the congregational church, and more than that to 
the Methodist Society. 

It is stated that at Bridport there have been 100 hopeful 
converts during a late revival there. Many of them heads 
families. | 
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178 Palestine Mission. 


At Randolph the same work of reformation was reviving 
the hearts of Christians, and swelling the joys of heaven. 

Intelligence is received from Putnam, Ohio, that the work 
of God is greatly revived in that place, producing solemnity 
and happiness throughout the church. 

We have received an interesting letter from a friend at 
Bottlehill, N. J. which we would have inserted entire, but 
the limits of our work would not permit. It breathes a com- 
mendable spirit of engagedness in divine things, and conveys 
the pleasing intelligence of a special and interesting revival 
of religion; of which the following is an extract :—* O sir, 
will you not rejoice with us? Yes; I know you will rejoice. 
We are told ‘ there is joy in heaven over one sinner that re- 
penteth ;’? and can we fail to rejoice when we see and hear of 
so many repenting, and as we trust turning unto God? No we 
cannot. I have been at an afternoon meeting where (by com- 
putation) six hundred were collected. This is the Lord’s 
doing and it is marvellous in our our eyes : ‘O praise the 
Lord for his mercy endureth for ever.’ It is estimated, (and 
the estimation is moderate) that the number who are rejoic- 
ing in hope, together with those who are anxiously inquiring 
amounts to 100.” 

In the Christian Watchman is an account of a recent revi- 
valin Waterford, Pennsylvania. To a church lately formed 
70 had been added who were subjects of the revival, and 20 
more it was expected would follow their example. A pecul- 
lar cirumstance is worthy of remark. A boy of 13 years of 
age whose parents were without hope remarked to his father ; 
‘Sir, there is not a house in the neighbouhood but ours, 
but what is a house of prayer, and I dont know how to have 
itso. Ihave thought, if you have no objection, Sir, I will set 
up prayer in the family.” Being melted into tears the father 
answered ;—I have no objection. ‘The boy has since kept 
up family prayer. 


eee 


PALESTINE MISSION. 


Since Mr. Parsons visited Jerusalem he has been called to 
a distressing sickness. Ina letter to a friend he says : 

From the 5th of Sept. to the Ist of Oct. I have no correct 
recollection of any thing which was said to me,or of any 
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thing which was administered for my recovery. My mind 
was greatly confused, and for some days remained in a state 
ofthe most distressing derangement. ‘Three physicians vis- 
ited me every day, and the result of one of their consultations 
was, that my life must terminate within 24 hours. About the 
first of Oct. the fever abated, and Lawoke as from along dream. 
Jt was not the dream of death. JIopened my eyes, but it 
was not in eternity. The solemn moment of exchanging 
worlds, had not arrived. I yet tabernacle in flesh ; and if it 
may be to contribute a little for the promotion of the Gospel 
among the heathen ; —if it may be for the everlasting hap- 
piness of one.sinner ; what occasion shall I have to rejoice ! 

For a month past I have been gaining strength, though, 
in consequence of frequent colds, I am still confined to my 
room. 





By a letter from the Agent of the American Education 
Society, to a friend in Charleston, S. C. published in the S. 
Intelligencer, we learn that four men in Monson, Ms. have 
subscribed $3,500, and another has engaged $1,000 toward 
a fund of $10,000, for the education of indigent students in 
Monson Academy. It is also stated that there are now 
about 800 young men in the Colleges and Academies of the 
northern states, on their way to the ministry. 


POETRY. 
CONMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


"Tis a delight to ramble, unrestrain’d 
To range through verdant meadows ; or through groves, 
Among whose shady boughs, with thrilling notes, 

The feathered songsters, warbling, wake the soul 

To rapture ; or to follow through the fields, 

Meand ring riv’lets, purling as they run 

In praise to Him, who, ceaseless, guides their course. 
Nor, though laborious, would I fail to climb 

The tow’ring mountain ; sweetly there to breathe 

The fragrance of the morning air; and from 
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180 Explanation of the Plate. 


The giddy height, with cautious, trembling step, 
Advancing to the frightful verge, look down 
The deep abyss ; till fearing lest my weight, 
The massy cliff already poising, should 

With me remove, I quickly haste me back. 

But ’tis a pleasure, purer, more refin’d, 

And unalloy’d with pain, which fear begets, 

To contemplate the various scenes around, 
Which from the mountain’s top appear in view. 
Nor ever, when my numerous duties give 

Me leisure for excursion, do I fail 

To reap advantage. It invigorates 

The body ; to the care worn cheek, it gives 

The flush of health ; refines the intellect ; 
Awakens virtuous feelings in the soul. *A.” 


EXPLANATION OF THE PLATE. 


The principle figure is—W .spom standing ona Rock, the em- 
blem of strength and stability. Her feet are shod “ with the pre- 
paration of the Gospel of Peace.” * The shield of Faith” which 
she holds is adorned in the centre by the Cross, from whence rays 
of light are diverging. In her left hand, which gently reclines 
on the shield, she exhibits an open volume, THE Bisue, called 
“the Sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” The 
Breast-plate of Righteousness” is fastened in the centre with 
Rays, emblematical of Truth. Her head is adorned with the 
** Helmet of salvation.” Her right hand is extended in the atti- 
tude of exhortation towards this significant motto, “ Remember 
now thy Creator in the days of thy youth ;” and is also pointing 
to the crown of glory which will be the reward of so doing : while 
the interesting group of youth on the left, are attentively listening 
to her instructions. 


———-- --- 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


On the Early Remembrance of our Creator ; On the Government 
ofthe Tongue; 1t becomes Christians to be consisient ; River of Life; 
Maximilian to bis friend C—— ; Memoir of Harriet Newel Truair ; 
Memoir, by P.M. C > Account of the Life and Deathof P. R., 
have been received. 





